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since 1986,  ExxonMobil Campus Concerts (EMCC)
is a series of free-admission performances
presented by NUS Centre For the Arts that feature
the best of campus talents as well as established
professional practitioners. Over the years, the
seasons that take place during the semesters have
gained a reputation for works that are accessible
and entertaining as well as challenge concept and
practice.

ABOUT



Established in 1993, NUS Centre For the Arts (CFA) is a vibrant
space for the appreciation of the arts and nurturing of the creative
and inquiring spirit. They support student engagement with the arts
and the integration of the arts into the life of the University. They
comprise the NUS Museum, NUS Baba House and a Talent and
Development arm that oversees 20 student arts excellence groups.
Through a myriad of programmes, practices, exhibitions, workshops
and outreach, such as NUS Arts Festival and the ExxonMobil
Campus Concerts, they enrich the university experience and
contribute to the building of knowledge and transformation of
students. They also manage facilities such as the University Cultural
Centre, with its 1600-seat Hall and 450-seat Theatre, and rehearsal
spaces in Runme Shaw CFA Studios and University Town.

For more information, visit cfa.nus.edu.sg
 

Join Friends of CFA, their complimentary membership programme
that brings the arts and people together for enjoyment and learning.

 
Find out more at cfa.nus.edu.sg/get-involved/friends-of-cfa/.
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Dear patrons, sponsors, supporters, members of the community and our beloved audience,

Hope all of you are keeping safe. Let me, right at the onset, tell you how much we have missed
you. This is the third time in 18 months or so that we will be dancing without your immediate
presence. But we do understand that the safety of our audience and dancers always comes first.
Until the next time we hear the euphony of your cheers, claps, laughter and post show hugs and
discussions, we will continue to give you all the reasons to come back to watch us live, when the
world is ready.

Keeping this in mind, Naach proudly brings to you, “KIWAAD” (door in Hindi). Kiwaad revolves
around the idea of finding meaning and inspiration in a mundane and banal existence. Can a
seemingly innocuous and inanimate object like a door trigger the existential questions we face?
What does the door represent? Is it an opening or a closure? Are better things present on the
other side or are there monsters lurking beyond the door? Can you shut the door on feelings? Is
the door protecting us or dividing us into you and me? At its very core, Kiwaad is a search for
meaning and possibly answers to existential questions that we as human societies face, every
day.

This would not have been possible without the relentless efforts of the Exco and the laudable
commitment and passion of our dancers. One of the guiding principles of Naach is that the
journey to the show is as important as the show. Having been through multiple journey’s
together, I can proudly say, this is the best one so far. A big thank you to CFA and EMCC who
have been constant enablers for Naach to not only thrive but bring spectacle after spectacle to
you, our audience. Personally, for me, this humongous effort came to life as I envisioned,
because behind the scenes there is a super woman holding my family life together including our
5 months old, who is a handful. I call her Satabdi, my wife. 

Kiwaad is personal to all of us at Naach for many reasons. It took us a long time to be back at the
theatre where we truly believe that we belong. It still isn’t complete until we have our audience
back. I know every member of Kiwaad has put so much of themselves to eliminate the distance of
the TV, laptop and phone screens between us. If we connect with you at some level, we would
have achieved a lot of things we wanted to at the start of this journey. So, I look forward to you
enjoying the show and may be have a reflection or two. On behalf of Naach and all Kiwaad crew, I
once again thank all of you for your time and support. 

As always, thank you for dancing with us.

Regards,
Akash Abhishek
Artistic Director and Resident Choreographer



Performing artists truly channel their tragedies to

fuel the fire of their art. This piece is dedicated to all

artists, dancers and performers who have to pause

the struggle in their lives to perform for the next

paycheck. The art they pursue is akin to an

unhappy lover, who relentlessly demands the gifts

of your time, talents and tears and in return gives

just enough scant appreciation to keep you coming

back. 

 

To the brave artists who must perform the

grandest, happiest of songs to keep going as

 life crumbles around them. 

We see you, we hear you, 

we dance with you

Dancers: Anandi Wazir, Ashrita Khasnavis, 
Mehak Sharma, Neha Gupta, Shivangi Bawari, 

Simran Sarkar, Sneha Gokhale, 
Swarali Parasnis, Tania Nair  



Boy meets girl, Girl likes boy. 

Seen this story so many times?

 

 

This piece takes this age old story and gives it a

fresh new twist. Who doesn't like a good, cute

love story? This relatable piece resides in the

unspoken confessions of liking one another,

awkward smiles and sweet nothings. 

 

 

If this reminds you of a 

time in your life, 

hope some of those 

memories make you smile.

Dancers: Lavanya Rawat, Roni Basak 



‘Laadli’ is a heartwarming piece, showcasing the

unbreakable bond between a father and a

daughter. 

 

A father always stands behind her, protecting

her from any threats that do not allow her to live

her life on her own terms. This story is about a

girl who enters her married life, leaving her

father’s home - a house full of childhood bliss

and memories. But when tensions are high, she

knows that she can run back to her confidant. No

matter how far the distance is, her father will

always be just a door away.

 

 After all, in his eyes, she will 

always be his little girl.
 

Choreographer: Sneha Gokhale
 

Dancers: Ananta Wazir, Anushka Puri,
Janaki H Nair, Pranati Rajagopal, 

Rhea Sharma, Rishabh Garg, 
Rishabh Sharma, Shivangi Bawari 



This piece is Naach's take on serendipity and female

friendships. 

 

What starts like the beginning of a joke, "Four

women walk into a restroom and the rest is

history",  takes us on a journey of unflinching

support and real conversations. As four different

women come together as strangers and walk out as

a collective support system for each other, we raise

a toast to the queens who believe in adjusting other

queens' crowns when life gives them a tough hand. 

 

To women, to friendships and to all of us - 

Jahaan chaar yaar.

Dancers:  Janaki H Nair, 
Manvi Vikram Motiani, 

Ritu Warathe, Shruthi M Durai  



Innocent Angel, not-so-innocent Devils and all kinds

of temptations - don't you just love this dilemma?

 

 This fantasy piece is the story of a fallen angel

trying to get back to heaven. But the road to heaven

goes through the door of temptation. Does the angel

succeed? Or do the devils manage to tempt her into

staying a little longer past the point of no return? 

 

Who knows? In a fantasy, 

anything can happen, 

right?

Dancers: Geetali Gupta, Jhanvi Tusnial, 
Kandarpa Lakshmi Vasundhara, Saayli Paithankar, 

Sai Tejaswi Gudideni, Shanmathi Surulimuthu, Shriya Saxena



Ever get the feeling that your Fears and

Insecurities are looking out for you? 

 

Constantly nagging at the back of your mind

saying "You are fine wherever you are". "Don't

try too hard", "Don't aim for that dream job",

"Don't go out and get new experiences". 

What if you get hurt? What if you are not good

enough? What if you miss out on the good

things you have now? Let it be, stay here, in this

warm cozy embrace of your comfort zone. 

 

So what if you are not growing? At least you

are alive. If only our anxieties could talk...

Dancers: Murugan Mehaa, 
Rakshita Harish, Shreya Nair, 

Shriya Sharma, Shruti Mani 



The '70s were the golden period of Hindi cinema. 

 

Characterized by glamour, action, comedy and

introduction of western sensuality, the '70s can be

called the defining decade of cinema in Bombay.

This is the decade that gave us epics like Sholay,

Amar Akbar Anthony and Don. This was also the

time of retro fashion and dance numbers with

hundreds of background dancers appearing out of

nowhere, dancing in sync. 

 

Sometimes I wonder - what if we could

 open a door to the past and 

meet the stock characters

 of the '70s today?

Dancers: Anjali Gawande,  Manvi Vikram Motiani,
Nikita Vattas, Rakshita Harish, Riddhi Bhasker,

Rushabh Gala, Sagar Sureka 



Imagine a world where it was safe for women

to go out at any time of the day or night, in any

part of the world. Too much of a pipe dream?

Now imagine a world where reality is altered

and it's the men who are scared to go out.

Impossible, right? 

 

Let us explore this piece as fear creeps up on

you, showing you how it feels to constantly

worry about turning that dark corner or the

dingy alley to get home before sunset.

 

 This is a fictional story and unfortunately has

no relation to reality. The reality outside is a

lot scarier.

Dancers: Akhila Narayan,  
Kanchan Deochake, Poorva Pandya, 

Ravi Girish, Sharanya Venkatraman, 
Shruthi M Durai, Smridhi Patwari, Vanshika Gupta 



5th Naach Executive Committee

Geetali Gupta
President

Shreya Nair
Vice President and Finance Head

Roni Basak and Sai Tejaswi Gudideni 
Dance Captains 

Jhanvi Tusnial
Dance Coordinator

Vanshika Gupta and Murugan Mehaa  
Logistics Heads

Saayli Paithankar
Creative Head

Our Choreographer

Sneha Gokhale

After her energetic choreography debut, Valour in Genesis 2.0, Sneha is back to
choreograph her first theatre production with Naach! Classically trained, Sneha
has danced with Naach for three years now.  Here's the inspiration behind her
piece, Laadli. 

An ideal parent is often seen as someone who protects their kids from evil .
However, I think an ideal parent would reassure their kid of their self worth at
their lows, and guide them on the right path, knowing that their kid will rise up
one day, realise their worth and fight for themselves independently. I was
inspired by this mindset, and I wanted to share this view by showing how love,
care and triumph is celebrated by a father and his daughter.
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The Stephen Riady Group of Foundations are dedicated
to improving the lives of the underprivileged,
disadvantaged and impoverished communities through
Education, Empowerment and Engagement.

Since its inception, the Stephen Riady Group of
Foundations have donated generously to worthy
causes in Hong Kong and Singapore and hopes to
inspire future generations to keep giving. The key
causes supported are in the areas of education (trainee
programs, scholarships and social entrepreneurship),
humanitarian and social development (in Singapore,
throughthe Community Chest, Singapore Business
Federation Foundation, Focus on the Family and more).
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